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Being top 10 wasn’t Megan Mathew’s main
goal. She knew she wanted to do good in
high school so that it would open many
doors in college.
“I felt happy and accomplished when I
found out,” said Mathews.
Mathews was self-motivated to do well in
school, and was also encouraged by her
parents, teachers, and friends who motivated and supported her.
“Join sports and clubs at school and be
around friends with similar goals,” she
recommended. “It helped me a lot.”
She also recommends working hard

Brown had no idea he made it in top 10. It
was more of a passive goal of his to just get
good grades, rather than directly trying to
get to the top 10.
“My motivation is to challenge myself,” said
Brown. “I know that I can be successful if I
put a lot of effort in.”
His advice is to start planning freshman
year and try to get the best grades possible and don’t burn out junior year.
“It feels amazing that working hard has
paid off,” said Brown.

Lauren
Jankowski

Jankowski is really proud of herself because she knows all her
hard work has paid off. She wasn’t
aiming towards being in the top
10 but she always wanted to keep
her grades up, but when she found
out she was in the top 10 it was her
goal to stay there. Her main motivation was tuition based scholarships so she can get her college
paid for and her family and friends
were big motivators too.
“Do not lose motivation to ﬁnish high school strong,” said
Jankowski.

Jacob LaRue

While he knew he had made
the top ten this year, LaRue is
excited to be recognized for his
efforts.
“Being in the top ten was one of
my main goals in high school,
and obviously I had to start
working for it start of freshman
year,” said LaRue.
One of his biggest motivations
to work hard at school was to
get more of his college paid for.
“To get in the top ten, take
every opportunity of honors/
AP courses. Try out AP seminar, psychology, or research as
a weighted elective,” said LaRue.

Emma Petronella

Despite working hard and getting good grades,
Petronella was very shocked to learn she was
in the top ten.
“I am proud the hard work paid off,” said
Petronella.
While it wasn’t a goal for her, what motivated
her was “the fear of failure and disappointing
herself and others.”
As far as any tips she has for others, there are
two that stand out. “Don’t procrastinate and
try and take more advanced courses,” she said.

Michelle Uddin

”I was happy and excited to ﬁnd out,”
said Uddin.
Uddin was motivated to do well in high
school mainly to build good habits for
college. As far as any advice for those
wanting to do well in school, staying
focused is key. “Keep trying and you
will get there,” said Uddin.

